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Research Summary

In this research, it has been focused upon the hinges formulated by artistic subjects
and sculpture in which woman is one key axis of their axes and a tempting plastic
subject, moreover, the research concentrates on the importance of sculpture
works which tackled woman through incarnation , the used raw material and
plastic scene as a whole. Hence, many thoughts and themes , which are included
in the core of the research title, have been tackled, and these thoughts normally
imposed themselves through six chapters which in total constituted the research
content, so, there were both the first and second chapters in the status of bases
in what they present of information and instruments which should had been used
and brought in the subject handling quite essentially in the other four chapters
which, by turn, touch on the core of research title.

Therefore, in its first chapter entitled ( Woman incarnation in the sculpture of some
ancient civilizations), has been dedicated to introduce a brief historical reading
about sculpture works which tackled woman in some civilizations which had
been present in the lands of Syria ( Palmyra — Mary — Ebla — Ugarit — ) and how
she was embodied through sculpture, its methods and techniques. The sculpture
works of such civilizations formed an important subject for contemporary Syrian
sculpture as it is possible to interpret a lot of artistic works related to woman by
going back to their old origins, consequently, perceiving the extent of historical
depth of contemporary Syrian sculpture later.

For this justification, it was a must to bring forth some old sculpture works which
belong to these civilizations, and whose selection was on the basis of research
limits, and due to what such civilizations have of historical importance affecting
the contemporary Syrian cultural life in general ; particularly in plastic art,
especially sculpture, due to what these civilizations do enjoy of a big artistic
weight which can never be ignored in contemporary Syrian plastic-sculpture life,
so, there has been a review of the history of these civilizations, their rise and the
artistic features which had been present in their sculpture, as well as a focus upon
woman in these civilizations being a plastic and expressive element and whom
many sculpture works handled. Through this brief historical study, it has also
been a must to recognize the role which legend had played in ancient sculpture
operation, noting that the legend of such civilizations is closely connected with
woman being thus acquiring a big aspect of their human content through the
effective role woman plays to become in this the main axis on which the legend’s
events rely, so as sculpture thereby could benefit from all these data in presenting
technical works whose main theme is woman.

After this, there comes the second chapter entitled (The rise of contemporary
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Syrian sculpture) where it was similarly a must for the research to be acquainted
with the movement of contemporary Syrian sculpture since the beginnings of the
20th century up to date, thus, due to necessities related to knowing the plastic
environment to which this researchs’ theme belongs, moreover, as a respect for
place and time limits determined for it. Normally, this leads to pointing correct
and suitable for the research hypothesis and objectives so as to reach the solution
of problem picked up in this subject, hence, this chapter has been specified for
a historical reading of contemporary Syrian sculpture where this reading has
crystallized through dividing this movement into three historical stages which
adopted by most historians in this field. It has also been concentrated on the
sculptors who belong to pioneers stage (Mahmoud Jalal — Alfred Bakhkhash —
Jack Warda — Fathi Mohammed Qabawa) and acquainted with their approach,
methods and their development stages in sculpture, in addition to their artistic
activities, thus, in view of the main role they had in activating sculpture in Syrian
cultural environment through their tackling woman as a plastic element deep
within themselves, moreover, the second stage’s events and data were discussed
along side with a short stop at this stage sculptors and their methods. Also, there
was the pick of remarkable increase and development in activities and events
where the track of contemporary Syrian sculpture of this stage started to move in
aregular way through many cultural and plastic establishments and centers which
undertook the issue to pay attention to sculpture and art movement in Syria.
Afterwards, the research starts to enter into the theme’s depth through a chapter
which is considered the key nerve which was entitled (Factors affecting woman
incarnation in contemporary Syrian sculpture) where the efforts are concentrated
on distinguishing the factors of impact on woman incarnation, hence, this classing
was critical and sensitive with comprehending the interference amongst such
factors in many of sculpture works.

Following the research for information, conformity and drops during sculpture
works reading, two types of the factors have been classified which are the
objective factors under which two factors are included; The first is the historical
factor which has greatly benefited from the first chapter in picking the works
whose effect is inserted under this factor. The idea of sculpture heritage, woman
connection with the gods and the idea of new sculpture view have been tackled
and through which the light has been shed on contemporary sculpture works which
render the old subject their plastic subject treated according to the logic of modern
art. Whereas, the second factor is the factor of European effect through which the
preface has been performed by shedding light on renewal movement in modern
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European sculpture and its relationship with woman, besides, bringing forth a
number of European sculptors to be familiarized with their sculpture experiences
as far as woman is concerned briefly such as (Henri Mor — August Rodan — Henri
Matice — Alberto Jiaqumiti — Digas ) , then there has been the operation of picking
sculpture works which were influenced by European sculpture experience where
the European influence was present through the strong mix up of local sculptors
with Western plastic environments, as a result, moving European experience, with
its modern art schools, to the local experience, so, one time European experience
overcomes , another time it affects some aspects and sometimes both experiences
mingle together as a means to produce Syrian sculpture virtually contemporary
of reality.

As for the second factor, they are the self factors which compromise two factors;
The first is the social factor which enjoyed a high amount of sensitivity and
caution in dealing with it, therefore, it required a lot of research, concentration
and accuracy in reading the episodes and specialties of society, consequently,
having many answers to questions concerned with reading sculpture work
which handles woman. This factor has been tackled through three aspects whose
presence was remarkably noticed in sculpture works; The first aspect is through
the environmental impact on sculptor during his/her formation of the sculptured
work, the second aspect is through the family concept and the sculptor’s attitude
towards it and the third was the theme of maternity and its distinct status socially
and plastically simultaneously where the research touched on the extent of Syrian
sculptor’s ability to invest the large historical heritage and embody woman in a
contemporary sculpture work, then, the light was shed on the second self factor
which is the human dimension which had tackled two subjects which were noticed
in a sample of works chosen for the research : The first was the sexual revelation
and its relationship with nakedness concept in sculpture and the relation of this
with plastic concepts which do not go too far away from the human concept,
fertility and survival idea. The second subject was dual (Man — woman) and the
human and instinctive level it contains.

Through those factors, there has been a discovery of the justifications, reasons and
motives which produced a lot of sculpture works focusing on woman, and which
were the reason behind making sculpture plastic environment in Syria free from
any sculptor who did not render woman a theme for his/her sculpture work.
Afterwards, the research starts to cast the analysis shadows on the reality of
woman as embodied in contemporary Syrian sculpture where the beginning of
this chapter was the explanation of many ideas and keys which any sculpture
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work hardly could contain and use by sculptor, therefore, the feminine body and
movements were tackled due to the big importance such a body enjoys and creates
an attraction state to which most sculptors had been attracted; those sculptors
who rendered woman as a plastic element of their sculpture works, in addition to
the face’s features and the extent of their influence on expression and the most
importance indications it contains, plastically and expressively speaking.

Then, the practical analysis started on a set of sculpture works selected not based
on their sculptors’ names rather than according to the requirements of research
and initial presentation written in the chapter’s introduction, moreover, based
on the past chapters as a way to capture fundamental keys on which analysis
is based. Accordingly, both the formation and content were discussed in each
analyzed sculpture work , henceforth, through the selected works, there has been
a concentration on the contemporary stage of Syrian sculpture as such works
are closer and more touching the fact in which the research has been written,
also, taking into consideration diversity in method and art school , as well as the
diversity in theme based on both social and historical factors, and eventually,
the European one about which there has been a talk in affecting factors chapter.
In this chapter, all information, stated in the past chapters, have been utilized
in the analysis and had an important role in reaching the conclusions, refuting
or proving the hypothesis, and all these participated to realize solutions for the
problem found out in this research.

At length, the presence of the last chapter (Woman incarnation by Syrian sculptor
woman) in this research was an inevitable issue, as through tackling woman/
female being a plastic and expressive element of contemporary Syrian sculpture,
a main and important idea crystallized and many enquiries were formed seeking
replies. Out of an enquiry created during the research whose essence is based
on an important assumption which is : Is there a difference between the sculptor
man and the sculptor woman in values generation and treating the subject when
this subject is woman? To reply to this enquiry, it was a must to have a complete
chapter specialized for sculptor women and the episodes of their sculpture works
which focus on woman. This chapter simultaneously had another objective
which is to shed light upon the track of contemporary Syrian sculpture and
its requirements of feminine aspect, even briefly. Therefore, there has been a
detection / analysis of many women who had entered the field of this difficult art
through studying the feminine movement in contemporary Syrian sculpture, then
passing by sculpture production of this movement, thus, together with tackling
many sculpture works of contemporary sculptor women so as to pick artistic and
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aesthetic values treated in the female by the female. After finishing this chapter,
there has been an increased contentedness of its necessities and importance in
order to reach a sufficient degree of the research’s completion and its objectives
realization.

After fulfilling the research’s tasks and chapters, consequently, obtaining the
information sufficient, also, comes the conclusion operation, consequently, aims
fulfillment, then comes the researcher’s experience practically and theoretically
and for which a special chapter has been defined in such a way makes this chapter
acquire its importance in presenting this experience to researchers and specialists
to be evaluated up to the steps achieved in this research. The importance of this
chapter dwells , on the other hand, in that it is the sole and exclusive area kept for
researcher so as to present his/her opinions and viewpoints about the subject stated
in this research, as the research’s terms in its first five chapters, the researcher has
to be absolutely neutral in treating stated notions, thus, matching and compatible
with the academic operation of scientific research principles, consequently, the
researcher has presented his/her practical experience in this chapter through
sculpture works which treated woman theme as a plastic element, Thereby, there
have been brief analysis and explanation of the researcher’s accredited works as a
practical sample in this chapter so as to clarify his/her practical experience , special
dialogue plastically and theoretically for the research’s subject and problems.
All the previous stages and chapters, in one fashion or another, have led to reach
proofs and refute hypothesis which had been laid down, consequently, reaching
results through achieving the planned objectives in order to eventually reach a
solution for the problem on which the research was built and its title selected.
As a result, this formed a set of recommendations laid down for researchers
concerning this theme. They are recommendation which have been born from
notions and wonders formed during The research’s details (Title — place & time
limits — problem ) have prevented us from tackling such recommendations and
therefore we have become away from the theme’s essence, hence, they have been
crystallized through many points which we have mentioned in the research end.
We hope that the researcher has been successful in the method of theme’s statement
and its problem and details treatment as a means to submit a rich essay which
participates to personify an important phenomenon which had ever been, and
still is, present in contemporary Syrian sculpture and which crystallized in using
woman as a plastic and expressive element of sculpture work.
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